DC/Expo Spotlights
Warehouse Automation

BY MARTY WEIL

CHICAGO—At the Distrib-
ution/Computer (DC) Expo,
held here last month, en-
gineering professionals who
are evaluating, planning or
purchasing computer pro-
grams, systems or services
for logistic applications found
ample opportunity to
increase their companies’
efficiency, customer service
and competitiveness.

“Today, companies realize
that their competitive advan-
tage in the 1990s is through
their distribution channel,”
said Monty Waltz, vice presi-
dent of sales and consulting
services for Somerset Au-
| tomation, of Irvine, CA, which
| specializes in guiding ware-
house management system
(WMS) design and develop-
ment. “In the past decade,

companies have focused on
improving the manufacturing
process. By now, most major
companies have some type of
manufacturing system in
place, and they have squeezed
the inefficiency out of the man-
ufacturing area.

“Competitive pressure, how-
ever, continues, and the spot-
light of improved productivity
and efficiency has shifted from
manufacturing to the next log-
ical point: the distribution
process,” Waltz said.

For its part, Somerset Au-

tomation introduced Ware- |
house Orchestrator-C5, an Or- |

acle-based WMS, which
conducts all inventory, labor,
material handling, and infor-
mation management activities

for a distribution facility in or- |

der to achieve 100% inventory
accuracy.
Many exhibitors at DC Ex-

Warehouses, like this one owned by Glidden Paint, use WMS |
software for real-time, event-based decision support.

po were demonstrating the on-
line integration of software
with new data collection tech-

J
l

nology. By integrating bar cod- |
ing, radio frequency, and other

data collection technologies
with warehouse management

control, it’s also a gas to operate. Object oriented
graphics make applications faster and easier to develop.
The wizards feature lets you animate pre-configured
graphics to simulate and control every aspect of the
production process. Optimize operations with real-
time database, historical trending and NetDDE for
workstation to factory system connectivity. Now that
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Pacific is well oiled, how about you? To find out
more about Wonderware InTouch, InSupport and our
other powerful software for industrial automation,
contact Wonderware at 714-727-3200 or FAX us
at 714-727-3270. Better yet, catch us on the net at
Hugo4@Wonderware.com. Because improving
productivity can be a real gas.
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software, users are afforded
strategic opportunities to in-
crease efficiency. Real-time lo-
gistics systems that control
warehouse and DC operations,
as well as concepts like JIT,
paperless warehousing, and

INDUSTRIAL STRENGTH SOFTWARE

THAT’'S EASY TO USE

oration.
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AspenTech, the leading supplier of process modeling software, is proud to
announce its acquisition of Industrial Systems, Inc., the leading supplier of open
systems process information management software.

The AspenTech-ISI combination brings together two technologies which naturally
complement each other in improving the profitability of production sites. By joining
process modeling with process monitoring, we will enable you to build continuous
improvement loops in which you can develop optimized designs for plants, measure
in real-time how closely plants are performing relative to the optimum, and then
make operating changes to improve performance. We will also use our combined
expertise to develop a new generation of smarter, high ROI applications solutions,
such as “intelligent agents” to pinpoint process problems before they degrade
performance.

To learn more about how AspenTech and ISI can serve you, call us. We'll show you
how one vision can help you see more clearly.

Aspen Technology, Inc., Ten Canal Park, Cambridge, MA 02141 Industrial Systems, Inc., A Division of Aspen Technology, Inc.
USA. Email: <info@aspentec.com>. Fax: 617-577-0303 19204 North Creek Parkway, Ste. 104, Bothell, Washington 98011

61 7=577-031'1

USA. Email: <info@indsys.com>. Fax: 206-481-0506

206-481-6325
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| radio-frequency data collection, were

prevalent in new product introductions.
For example, FourGen Software Inc., of
Seattle, WA, announced the release of a
supply-chain management software pack-
age called Enterprise 4.1, which features
full support of hand-held, RF-based, au-
tomated data capture terminals. Accord-
ing to the company, the support of RF
devices enables the user to operate a pa-
perless warehouse.

The continued move toward real-time,
event-hbased decision support systems,
which provide better management of the

inventory pipeline, was well represented
at the show. For example, Southern Cali-
fornia-based American Turnkey offers an
advanced generation, real-time material
manager called Move. This warehouse
management system product continu-
ously directs and optimizes all material
movement to make the best use of re-
sources, personnel, and work patterns.
Another WMS product on display at the
DC Expo was Catalyst WMS Version 5.0

management software package features
new functionality including internation-
alization, flow-through support, and mul-
tiple hold and release support, which
promises to further increase users’ ware-
housing efficiency.

Another interesting trend in evidence
at DC Expo is the crucial role EDI is play-
ing in reengineering transportation plan-
ning. Vendors like J.D. Edwards of Den-
ver, CO, are foreshadowing the move
from simple EDI transactions to sophis-
ticated electronic commerce applications.

At the show, J.D. Edwards announced
an alliance with Premenos Corp. of Con-
cord, CA, a leading provider of electronic
commerce. The two companies plan to
deliver a new electronic commerce solu-
tion module as part of the J.D. Edwards
suite of business solution software. The
new module contains translation software
with predefined translation maps, value-
added-network communications, and In-
ternet electronic mail bridges, allowing
manufacturers and distributors to imple-

ment EDI faster and to take advantage
of the Internet.

from Catalyst USA Inc., based in Mil-
waukee, WI. This off-the-shelf warehouse

IN BRIEF

Strategic Alliance Announced for Auto ID Users

\ A cooperative marketing agreement for offering consumer goods manufaciurers a complete distribution man-

agement solution of hardware and software was announced by Manhatian Associates Inc. of Manhatian, CA,
and Miamisburgh, OH-based Monarch Marking Systems. Manhattan Associates will provide PKMS, a bar
code-based distribution management system designed for retail suppliers while Monarch will supply ther-
mal-transier and thermal-direct printers, supplies, and labels. The new partnership prevents installation com-
plications and improves lead-time by assuring total compatibility between hardware and software.

Growth Forcasted for U.S. PLC Market

Sales of PLCs in the U.S. are forcasted to grow at a compound annual rate of 6.4% from $814 million
in 1994 to $1,043 million in 1998, says a market study by Venture Development Corp. titled “The Evolv-
ing U.S. Market for Personal Computers and Software for Programming and On-line Operation with
PLCs.” The process industries, including chemical and petrochemical, food and beverage, pharma-
ceuticals, plastics, and pulp and paper are expected to experience the highest growth rate in PLC re-
quirements over the next five years.

Digital and BorderWare Team Up to Secure the Internet

Digital Equipment Corp. and Border Network Technologies Inc. of Toronto have announced a strategic al-
liance through which Digital will resell Border's BorderWare Firewall Server, a complete firewall security sys-
temn combined with an Internet gateway. This agreement is part of Digital's strategy to secure the Internet for
business transactions. According to Rose Ann Giordano, vice president of Digital's Internet Business Group,
“There is a broad market of corporations eager to seize the basic power of the Internet, but they want to en-
sure the safety of their files, mail and other sensitive information. The BorderWare Firewall server answers
both needs: it provides a secure computing environment combined with the most popular application servers.
With its plug-and-play capability, the BorderWare Firewall Server is the ideal entry-level product for inclusion
in Digital's total security solution strategy.”

New Version of PDMS Released by IBM

An enhanced version of PDMS for manufacturers in process and other industries has been announced by
IBM's Manufacturing and Process Industries Unit, based in Charlotte, NC. PDMS version 2.2 adds support
for IBM's AlX and Cupertino, CA-based Hewlett-Packard Co.'s HP-UX nodes and offers an improved se-
curity system, enhanced productivity report viewing and printing and a new concurrent user licensing op-
| tion. In accordance with the release, Incade Corp. of Herndon, VA, has also released ils ProcedureWare 1.0
| which is a configurable Unit Operations made up of a set of reusable and flexible manufacturing steps. Pro-
cedureWare enables PDMS customers to shorten time to implementation and reduces hardware costs.
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We're
Handing You
the Solution...
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To iion on
DeviceNet.

Pro-Log’s 200 Series products
are the industry’s first DeviceNet-
based motion controllers. They
connect directly to DeviceNet net-
works and control industry standard
servo and stepper motor drives. All
motion parameters, including
Acceleration, Deceleration,
Velocity and Position are
directly programmed from
ladder logic over DeviceNet.

Using powerful DSP technology and
advanced control algorithms, the 200
Series products are programmed
directly from your PLC or PC-based
control system. Their small size and
DIN-rail compatible packaging make
installation a snap.
Features:
¢ Position, Velocity, &

Torque Control
* 32-Bit DSP Technology
¢ Full Optical Isolation
* Easy to Install & Configure
* Powered from DeviceNet

PRO-LOG
1-800-252-EASY

or 1-800-252-3279







