NEWS

“a majority [52%] say customers will con-
tinue to be a major focus, along with em-
ployee involvement in their efforts to
boost market share and profitability.

managers are breaking down as we wit-
ness a growing trend toward employee
involvement, self-directed work-teams and
performance rewards. Successful com-
panies are making their employees en-
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trepreneurs,” he added.

facturing as the two key manufacturing |
process improvements that have con- ’
tributed to manufacturers’ success. 4

“Looking ahead,” Jasinowski continued,

“The old barriers between workers and

LETS SET THE RECORD STRAIGHT ABOUT

MACHINE VISION SYSTEMS.

Simply put, PPT VISION makes the FASIESI vision systems in the world. Our
lightening-fast configurable Framegrabber and Image
Processor boards with advanced pipeline architecture and
DSP technology, inspect over 12,000 parts per minute.
Exclusive innovations such as partial scanning, split-
screen imaging and an integrated, networkable PC with
Windows, eliminate external computers and give you a
system that is as blindingly fast as it is robust.

MOST

Above all, PPT VISION offers the

From our flagship Passport™ line, to the economical Scout™ or the portable
Stampede’ PPT VISION has the right system for your

application, priced for your budget.

So now you know: Please contact us today

for a complete information packet and to

arrange for a detailed application evaluation. |

PPT VISION
10321 W. 70th Street,

Phone 612-942-5747

PPT VISION  FAX 612-942-5752

fast, flexible, Hawless

Our Vision Program Manager (VPM) is the EAS'ESI way Lo program. Its an
icon-based graphical language that lets you simply drag-
and-drop icons representing inspection tasks into a visual
flowchart, connecting them, setting inspection values,
and clicking on “Run”. Its that simple. VPM icons replace
long, complex source codes required by most competitive
systems, with a fast and intuitive approach that retains the
flexibility of conventional code. Your operators will love it.

vendors, we don’t abandon you when it’s time to make
your system run. From application evaluation to system
design, installation, tmining, service and support, we
offer the industry’s most comprehensive range of machine
vision products and services. Major manufacturers
worldwide have standardized on PPT VISION, relying
on our established global sales and service facilities.

Minneapolis, MN 55344

The survey found that 28% of those
questioned said that they now dominate
their markets, compared to 19% five years
ago. More than a quarter of the compa-
nies now command over 15% of global
market share for their top product lines,
compared to 21% five years ago. Exports
are rising, too. Five years ago, the mean
percentage of companies’ total revenues
from exports was 10%. Today, it’s jumped
to 13%. “The export trend is equally posi-
tive,” said Jasinowski, “That’s a signifi-
cant slice of the American economy.”

Another factor in the rebound of U.S.
manufacturing is the industry-wide com-

COMPLETE sctucion. untice ome
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| have to have it or you won't survive.”

mitment to producing quality products.
Said NAM Chairman Tracy O'Rourke,
“Quality is the baseline for surviving ina |
world economy. In fact, you won't be hear- |
ing as much about ‘quality’ because you

O’Rourke said the adage, ‘The Customer
Is Always Right,’ is as true today as it was
when it was coined. “Now we’re practicing
it because we realize that we have to be
tied to the customer to succeed.”

Some other findings from the survey:

e 52% said customers/markets are to be
their main focus during the next few
months, followed by employees (45%) and
process changes (35%).

e The top three priorities for improving
compelitive positions are: customer satis-
faction (42%), cycle-time reduction (20%)
and employee empowerment (16%).

Material-Handling
Industry Faces
New Challenge

BY MARTY WEIL

CHICAGO—Material-handling technolo-
gy has changed significantly in the past
50 years and if ProMat 95, the industry’s
largest trade show, is any indication,
change is coming faster than ever.
Material handling equipment, once
viewed as an expensive necessity by
manufacturers, is now playing a major
role in reducing manufacturing costs
and decreasing time-to-market.

A.L. Leffler, chief executive officer of
the Material Handling Institute of Ameri-
ca, based in Charlotte, NC, points to en-
hanced productivity, improved quality
and increased speed of delivery as three
of the major issues in material handling
today. “During manufacturing, materials
are handled, stored, controlled or pack-
aged up to 95% of the time,” he said. “For
this reason, material-handling vendors
are integrating allied technologies, like
RF, into many of their systems to improve
the manufacturing process.”

For instance, storage equipment, once
thought of as passive, becomes dynamic
when technology is integrated with it. “It
seems like an oxymoron, but storage sys-
tems can be dynamic when the right tech-
nology is applied,” said Leffler. “For ex-
ample, pick orders are now being
transmitted directly onto the face of some
storage rack systems. That enables pick-
ers to move down the row and pick orders
more efficiently. In this way, the storage
rack has become dynamic.

“Today's consumers want instant grati- |




S304W robot performs high-speed K506 robot performs high-speed Central Mifg. increased productivity by

handling of cartons in standard press-to-press handling, utilizing multiple fixtures in their
PalletWorld system. ArcWorld 1000.

Two K10 robots perform aluminum MIG P8 robot applies primer and finish K10 robot performs high-speed disk and
welding of postal carts at IQL. coalings Lo hubcaps at Jay Plaslics. tray handling for Seagate,

Motoman has also developed thousands of custom solutions. If you need it, chances are
we've already done it. In fact, there are more “Motoman™ arms at work in the world than any
other brand. Over 32 different models, with the highest MTBF in the industry.

With Motoman, you get total, integrated solutions. Advanced controllers and software,
positioners, safety devices... and the advanced technology to get your job done. Plus you get the
strongest system warranty and support team in the industry. All to help you sleep better.

Find out more about how Motoman can help you be more competitive. Call 513-847-3300
today, and we'll send you a copy of our complete capabilities brochure.

A WORLD OF AUTOMATION SOLUTIONS
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For instance, White’s me-
chanical picker, the StorBot
II, extracts totes from single
or multitiered horizontal
carousels and brings them to a
convenient operator level for
picking. After the operator has
selected items from the tote, it
is returned to the carousel bin
location. Heavy lifting, bend-
ing, reaching, and the use of
elevated work platforms, mov-

New ergonomically efficient, one-meter-wide bin and horizon-
tal carousel increases volume and throughput.

ing ladders and rolling stairs
are reduced or eliminated. As
a result, many of the stressors
which may result in lower-
back injury can be avoided.

“If we have workers who
have the proper tools in the
proper environment, we can
continue to increase produc-
tivity, while providing quality
products and service,” Leffler
summed up.

Harnischfeger Acquires
Eaton-Kenway Inc.

BY MARTY WEIL

MILWAUKEE—Harnischfeger
Engineers Inc., located here,
recently completed the acqui-
sition of Eaton-Kenway Inc.,
based in Salt Lake City, UT.
Harnischfeger also  an-
nounced that HEI will now be
known as HK Systems. The
new company will be head-
quartered in Milwaukee.

“HK Systems is positioned
to serve the material-handling
system-integration needs of
North American enterprises
wherever they operate manu-
facturing or distribution facili-
ties throughout the world,”
says John W. Splude, presi-
dent and chief executive offi-
cer of HK Systems. “This new
organization will focus on pro-
viding cost-effective solutions
for our clients’ manufacturing,
material handling and distrib-

ution requirements.”

HK Systems will focus on
three core businesses: sys-
tems integration, including
warehouse management and
real-time factory control sys-
tems; automated material han-
dling equipment, primarily
AS/RS machines; and after-
market services, including sys-
tem upgrades, retrofits and
parts, and service support.

According to Splude, Eaton-
Kenway is a leader in light-
weight, automated material-
management systems. The
company brings a base of ap-
proximately 1,500 installations
to Harnischfeger Engineers’
base of 300. “We want to main-
tain Kenway’s relationships
and use them as a springboard
for new HK Systems business.
With the acquisition of Eaton-
Kenway, we not only enhance
our human-resource capabili-

Rapid Deployment Automation:
The Adept Assembly Solution

Affordable

Adept's unique automation
software reduces installation
time and our new Adept MV
Controllers slash system hard-
ware costs. Rapid Deployment
Automation means lower
up-front costs and better ROIL

Productive

Rapid Deployment Automation
delivers patented direct-drive
technology for the fastest,
most reliable assembly robots
in the world. 24-hr service
helps you keep them up and
running for years.

cidery

adepl
technology, inc.

Flexible

Integrated vision, conveyor
tracking, and flexible feeding
technology make Adept systems
ideal for fast production
changeover. Rapid deployment
and redeployment gives you a
decisive competitive edge.

Quality
Repeatability to +0.001" and
the option of integrated vision

inspection help you deliver
custom tailored products that

meet world-class levels of
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Can Work For You...

Call (800) 292-3378 for our Free Video:
"The Adept Guide to Rapid
Deployment Automation”.

quality and cost.

How Adept Robots
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