News

FROM THE FIELD

BY MARTY WEIL

ith innovations in robotic

technology like automatic

program adaptation, pro-

grammable control behavior,
and integrated process-data acquisi-
tion, Reis Machines Inc.’s (Elgin, IL)
new six-axis RV6 robot promises to
reduce the cost associated with oper-
ating factory-floor robots.

INNOVATIONS REDUCE COST OF
OPERATING NEW REIS ROBOT

“The unveiling of the RV6 opens a
new chapter in robotics,” stated Walter
Reis, president of Reis Machines, at a
recently held press briefing. “Since
the RV6 offers technology to reduce
service and operating expenses, end
users no longer have to sacrifice ca-
pabilities to afford the cost of a robot.”

Reis calculates that the RV6 rep-
resents a 53% reduction in operating
expenses over conventional 6 kg to

The Reis RV6 robot’s innovative features re-
duce the cost of factoryfloor operation.

Photo courtesy: Reis Machines Inc.

Three Good Reasons for Choosing Videx Bar Code Readers:

Portable.

Durable.

Programmable.

Proven performers in any environment—from the office to
the outdoors—Videx's family of bar code readers leads the
industry as the most portable, durable, programmable
data collectors. Make your job easy. Keep track of time,
attendance, assets, inventory, work-in-process, shipping
and receiving with a bar code reader from Videx®.

TimeWand® I, DuraWand® and TimeWand II are
designed for today’s world of diverse applications and

demanding environments. All at prices that make them
the obvious choice.

TimeWand I $298
DuraWand $495
TimeWand II $698

For a free information
kit, call Videx today at
503-758-0521.

Videx]

Videx, Inc., 1105 N.E. Circle Blvd., Corvallis, OR 97330-4285 ¢ 503-758-0521 ¢ FAX 503-752-5285
Videx, TimeWand, and DuraWand are registered trademarks of Videx, Inc. GCO356
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10 kg robots. Most of this cost saving
is due to the RV6’s adaptive program-
ming technology, which enables the
operator to transfer existing programs
to other robots and machining sta-
tions with minimum reprogramming.

“The greatest portion of expense
for automated systems is created by
the downtime required for program-
ming for similar workpieces, or for
programs transferred to parallel in-
stallations. The adaptive programming
technology in the RV6 reduces pro-
gramming downtime,” said Brian
Doyle, welding manager for Reis.

The RV6 is also equipped with a
digital servo regulator. The servo reg-
ulator is easy to service because all
operating parameters of the controller
are adjusted via the serial interface to
the controller, thereby eliminating
manual adjustment.

“For the first time, the behavior of
the robot is determined completely
by the controller,” said Dr. Eberhard
Kroth, vice president and general man-
ager for Reis' parent company Reis
GmbH & Co. Maschinenfabrik

(Obernburg, Germany). “Thus, the
optimum movement for each respec-
tive application can be adjusted in pro-
gramming. According to our experi-
ence, different regulator adjustments
are required for each task to be ful-
filled by the robot, such as grinding or
polishing. With this new control con-
cept, the RV6 can be optimized within
a few minutes for various applications.”

Integrated directly into the robot
controller is another interesting fea-
ture for data acquisition. This feature
enables the controller to collect, ana-
lyze, monitor, and document process
data. This is an important innovation
for applications like robotic welding,
where data such as voltage and am-
perage already exist within the con-
troller as a measurable signal.

“The RV6 robot is cost-effective
even in a hostile manufacturing envi-
ronment,” says Reis. “This was
achieved by robust mechanical design
which greatly reduced components.
The design guarantees the highest
degree of uptime, long life, and simple,
low-cost maintenance.”

Programmer/Analyst

The Aerospace Components Division of Babcock & Wilcox is extremely
proud to be part of NASA's Advanced Solid Rocket Motor (ASRM) Pro-
gram with responsibility for building the rocket motor metal case for the
American space shuttles. We are faced with an exciting challenge that
has created exceptional opportunities for a Programmer/Analyst at our
Mt. Vernon, Indiana facility.

The qualified individual will possess VAX/VMS platform experience, data-
base management experience (specifically DEC DBMS), and experience
supporting a Discrete Manufacturing environment. System Management
and DEC Rdb experience a plus. Management of and factory modeling
experience using Consilium’s Workstream product required (WIP,
EDC, RTC, RCL, scripts, screen bundling, etc.). Experience should also
include 4GL (specifically SmartStar, FOCUS, and UDMS) as well as
COBOL and C programming. B.S. in Computer Science or Engineering
or equivalent is required with a minimum of 5 years’ experience preferred.

Join us to help propel America's Space Shuttle Program into the future,
and your efforts will be rewarded with a competitive salary and excellent
benefits. For consideration, please send your resume to: Employee and
Community Relations #93-6; Aerospace Components Division;
Babcock & Wilcox; 1400 Old Highway 69 South; Mt. Vernon, IN 47620.
An Equal Opportunity Employer, M/F/D/V. U.S. citizenship required.
No agencies please.

_ Babcock & Wilcox®_

a McDermott Company

Where the world comes
for energy solutions
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THERE'S
PROBABLY A
PDA IN YOUR
FUTURE

BY JANET ENDRIJONAS

pplications for personal digital

assistants (PDA) are still on the

horizon, but by 1998 the devices

will be on many desks and in
many briefcases throughout various
industries. So says Link Resources
Corp. (New York, NY), a division of In-
ternational Data Corp. (Framingham,
MA), in its recent market study, “Per-
sonal Productivity Partners: P-3 De-
vices.” In fact, by 1998, Link expects
palmtop and handheld devices to be a
$3.5 billion market.

The four key enabling technolo-
gies that will spur PDA market growth
are pen input, mini-storage devices,
microprocessor changes, and com-
munications networks. Handwriting
recognition software has become so-
phisticated enough that it rivals hu-
man capability to read another per-
son’s handwriting. Solid-state or flash
drives have solved the problem of mi-
ni-storage without too much power
consumption. While to date, most mi-
croprocessors have been based on the
Intel architecture, expect that to
change. And watch for wireless com-
munications to bring lower connec-
tivity prices to the PDA arena.

There are six different types of
PDAs, or P-3s, as they are referred to
in this report: personal information
managers, electronic personal assis-
tants, personal communicators, intel-
ligent electronic books, electronic
notebooks, and the still-conceptual
electronic-based personal agent. There
are four market segments to which
these devices will ultimately appeal,
of which the mobile/industrial mar-
ket will be the first to develop.

According to Link Resources’
Michael French, who conducted the
study, PDAs will be a significant mar-
ket by 1998, with over 5 million units
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ewlett-Packard’s open computer
systems reach across 72 countries to help
I'T'T" Sheraton pamper their guests. While
keeping the lid on costs.

* Beyond providing state-
of-the-art hardware platforms,
HP assumed a partnership role
in helping us achieve our
strategic business goals.”

= Lawrence W, Hall, Director, Hotel Systems
ITT Sheraton Corporation

II'T Sheraton’s highest priority
is to provide the most personal and
efficient hospitality service in the
world. That means helping all 450
of their hotels use and share infor-
mation better. Including detailed
advance knowledge about each
guest who has stayed anywhere in
the ITT Sheraton chain.

Hewlett-Packard helped ITT Sheraton
fulfill their vision of a single integrated
property system. A system that combines
ECT's property management software
and ITT Sheraton’s reservation system
with what have proved to be the perfect
hosts —HP 9000 UNIX" Business Servers.
With low cost of ownership, scalable range
of systems and global support, HP has
delivered a world of value.
To check us out, call 1-800-637-7740,
Ext. 7528 for a case study.
It proves you can shell out
less than you think for a
gem of a system.

Thinkagain.  JEER
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UNIX is a registered trademark of UNIX System Laboratories Inc. in the U.S. and other countries. GSY9308 ©1993 Hewlett-Packard Company



