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Open eRP—

Extending the Enterprise for
Today’s Accelerating
Markets

The pace and scope of change in
today’s dynamic business
environment demands that
companies fully leverage the
enterprise assets at their disposal to
stay on the leading edge of
competition. Nowhere is this more
evident than in the manufacturing
and industrial sectors — where
global, regional, and local
organizations all face challenges
posed by increasingly volatile
markets, rapidly emerging
technologies, and rising customer
expectations.
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Meeting Today’s Demands
While Anticipating Tomorrow’s

SSA Global Technologies’ BPCS®
(Business Planning and Control
System) has proven to be a powerful
ool in turning these challenges into
capital advantage by transforming
enterprise information into both a
tactical and strategic weapon.
Leading analysts such as META
Group have noted how BPCS
compares favorably to other
Enterprise Resource Planning
systems in terms of time-to-benefit
and total cost of ownership (TCO),
both critical metrics in assessing the
performance of manufacturing
software solutions.

While such independent validation
is gratifying, SSA Global
Technologies (SSA GT™
understands that the same forces
that challenge our customers
demand that we continually
evaluate and improve our own
solutions. As such, we continue to
invest in improving BPCS as a
strategic imperative — adding deep
functionality to address the specific
needs of vertical markets while

maintaining a single placform that
spans virtually all markets.

The result is the industry’s most
powerful Open eRP solution —
one that meets today’s demanding
requirements while adapting quickly
and easily to address tomorrow’s
yet-to-be-defined needs.



BPCS - At the Core of Open eRP

SSA Global Technologies’ Open eRP approach matches the world-renowned
BPCS enterprise backbone with open integration capabilities. BPCS is a compre-
hensive set of integrated applications addressing the core system needs of industrial
sector enterprises on a global scale. BPCS encompasses Multimode Manufacturing, Supply

Chain Management, and Configurable Enterprise Financial applications.

Multi-mode Manufacturing

Robust and agile, BPCS is a
comprehensive manufacturing
solution that supports any form of

manufacturing — discrete, process,

repetitive, lean, and “to-order” —

across a range of industrial
sector solutions reflecting all
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\ manufacturing modes.
- BPCS operates across all these
| forms of manufacture
| supporting each one
simultaneously, while

supporting the integration

and interaction of each with
the others.

Supply Chain Management

BPCS Supply Chain Management
solutions provide world-class
logistics functionality designed to
provide visibility and control over
the entire supply chain.
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Configurable Enterprise
Financials

BPCS Configurable Enterprise
Financials address the needs of
financial executives by providing the
products, tools, and functionality
required to compete in the global
market. Information about cash
flow, budgets, taxes, currency
positions, creditors, vendors, and
more is made readily available to the
financial organizations.

While SSA Global Technologies has
remained focused on the core
functionality of BPCS — not trying
to be all things to all people — it
has designed the product so that its
functionality can be leveraged across
the extended enterprise.

According to GartnerGroup, “the
principle of ERPII is that it is a
back-office kernel that all other
products bolt onto.” The idea is

to extend the power of enterprise
information through
complementary applications and
solutions — to all parties
involved in the value
chain.



Open eRP overcomes the proprietary bounds

of traditional ERP solutions to deliver the
cohesive, connected, responsive business
planning and control that’s essential to
attaining and maintaining competitive

advantage in today’s volatile markets.

SSA Global Technologies provides this kernel in BPCS. Through our
application interoperability layer, which utilizes gateway-technologies, our
customers can seamlessly connect complementary best-of-breed products to
the core enterprise data that BPCS processes and stores — independent of
the transportation layer being deployed.

This new, open approach — which we call Open eRP—overcomes the
proprietary bounds of traditional ERP solutions to deliver the cohesive,
connected, responsive business planning and control that’s essential to
attaining and maintaining competitive advantage in today’s volatile
markets.

To facilitate the advantages of using BPCS as the backbone for an Open
eRP total solution, SSA GT has developed strategic partnerships with
selected software providers. Among the principal areas of focus are:
Business Intelligence, Advanced Planning and Scheduling, Logistics
Management, e-Commerce, Enterprise Relationship Management, and the
integration of legacy investments.




Configuring Advantages

BPCS has several compelling
advantages that make it an ideal

choice for manufacturers of any size.

. Easy configuration and
maintenance

Because of its component-based
architecture, BPCS supports
industry-standard object method-
ologies and technologies, making
configuration simple and fast. This
always allows you to do business the
way you want to — and reduces
implementation time, simplifies
reengineering in response to market
or technology change, and drives

manufacturers to leverage this
single product to meet their
increasingly diverse and changing
enterprise requirements, while also
meeting the particular needs of
single facility or a single enterprise.

. Lean Manufacturing Process

BPCS Lean Manufacturing Process
is designed for organizations that are
refining their business processes to
enable fast-fulfillment delivery of
products to customer orders, by
eliminating non-value-adding
activities.

For Make-to-Order and Purchase-
to-Order businesses, BPCS provides

6. Customer-responsive

development

SSA Global Technologies has
established Global Guide Groups
(GGQ) to help review the ractical
and strategic direction of vertical
markets — and consider
enhancements to BPCS in light of
this direction.

Over the course of a year, two to
four sessions are held with each
group (comprised of BPCS users,
industry analysts, and SSA GT
personnel in a particular market)
to compile a comprehensive
review of issues companies are
facing — as well as how BPCS

addresses these issues. A database
of requirements is formed to
direct BPCS enhancements on a

down labor costs. This supports
what analysts have noted — that

manufacturing and purchasing
functionality for lean manufac-

BPCS compares favorably to other
ERP solutions in terms of time-to-
benefit and toral cost of ownership.

. Unparalleled manufacturing
experience

turing, or the "pull” model. Built
directly into the BPCS product, the
27 steps in the traditional closed-
loop eRP manufacturing model are
reduced to three or four; the eight
purchasing steps are reduced to two.

go-forward basis.

This is an ongoing and iterative

process that constantly drives the
development of BPCS. The results

With over 6,000 customers of developing deep domain expertise
worldwide, BPCS is the most widely
accepted product line for the

enterprisewide needs of manufac-

SSA GT is becoming the feature-
rich, ease-of-use leader in this area,
and is drastically reducing the time
required to implement the lean
model. 7. Cross-platform capability

The recent release of BPCS for
Microsoft Windows® N'T and
Windows 2000 — and
announcement of global availability
of a Web Browser Interface (WBI)
for this release — further extends

are impressive — for example, nine
of the 10 top global pharmaceutical
manufacturers currently use BPCS.
turing and industrial companies.
From its inception, SSA GT has
been focused on meeting the needs
of this secror, and maintains an 5. Deep vertical domain

ongoing dialogue with global, functionality

regional, and local concerns ro In certain vertical market segments
— automotive, electronics,
consumer packaged goods (CPG),
food/beverage, pharmaceutical and
chemical — SSA Global
Technologies has extensive

continually assess how those needs
are changing — and enhance BPCS
accordingly. the cross-platform capability of the
solution.
3. Exceptionally robust functionality
for manufacturing
The flexibility of BPCS makes it a

particularly powerful tool for

BPCS can be deployed on multiple
platforms (i.e., IBM® eServer iSeries,
AS/400%, Hewlett Packard UNIX®,
and Microsoft Windows”
NT/Windows 2000) allowing the
enterprise strategic flexibility — be
it centralized globally, partially

experience, and from the beginning
has invested in adding deep specific
functionality that enhances the
power of BPCS in these markers.
Examples of specific initiatives
include 21 CFR Part 11 support for
pharmaceuticals, encompassing

manufacturing companies — it is
one of the few manufacturing
software solutions that supports
mixed-mode manufacturing within

the same database. BPCS

capabilities include multimode,

eRecords, eSignatures, and decentralized in smaller, emerging
validation scripts; Trade Funds
Management functionality for CPG
manufacturers; and enhancements

in Advanced Shipment Notice

regions, or used to ease integration
process, discrete, and lean of assets acquired through merger or
manufacturing, as well as job shop, acquisition.
assemble-to-order, and make-to-
(ASN) processing for companies in

the auromotive space.

order operations. BPCS also
empowers large, multi-faceted







